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CONFIDENTIA L VIENTIANE 6721 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, LA 

SUB J : JCCIA AGREES TO RELEASE POWS 
REF: VIENTIANE 6550 (NOTAL) 

1. ACCORDING TO VIENTIANE SIDE SPOKESMAN TO THE JOINT 
CENTRAL COMMISSION TO IMPLEMENT THE AGREEMENT (JCCIA), 
THE 33RD PLENARY JCCIA SESSION, AUGUST 29, ADDRESSED 
THE POW ISSUE. SPOKESMAN STATED BOTH SIDES AGREED ON 
PROCEUDRES TO BE FOLLOWED DURING EXCHANGE OF POWS AND 
THAT VIENTIANE SIDE AGREED TO THE FOUR SITES PORPOSED 

BY LPF AT LAST WEEK'S MEETING (REFTEL). 

2. SPOKESMAN STATED THAT ALL POWS, REGARDLESS OF THEIR 
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THAT FIRST RELEASE WOULD TAKE PLACE TWENTY DAYS AFTER 
THE REGULATIONS HAVE BEEN SIGNED (I.E., AUGUST 29). 

ACCORDING TO OUR CALCULATIONS, THE FIRST RELEASE SHOULD, 
THEREFORE, TAKE PLACE ON OR ABOUT SEPTEMBER 19. 

3. SPOKESMAN STATED THAT POWS WILL BE RELEASED AT POINTS 
WHICH CLOSEST TO THEIR DETAINMENT AREAS AND, IF POSSIBLE, 
ALL PRISONERS IN A GIVEN AREA WOULD BE RELEASED AT ONE 
TIME. HE SAID THAT THERE WOULD BE ONE RELEASER ONLY AT 
EACH OF THE FOLLOWING PLACES: PAK OU, ROUTES 9 AND 23. 

IF NECESSARY, THERE WILL BE MORE THAN ONE RELEASE AT PHONG 
SAVAN ON THE PDJ. SPOKESMAN WAS UNABLE TO STATE WHAT KIND 
OF TIME INTERVAL WOULD SEPARATE THE FIRST RELEASE 
FROM THOSE TO FOLLOW. 

4. REPORTEDLY, THE EMMET KAY CASE WAS NOT SPECIFICALLY 
DISCUSSED AT TODAY S MEETING, BUT BOTH SPOKESMEN TOLD 
EMBASSY LOCAL EMPLOYEE THAT ONE THING IS CERTAIN: KAY WILL 
BE RELEASED, ALTHOUGH TIME AND PLACE OF HIS RELEASE 
REMAINS UNKNOWN. 

5. SPOKESMAN ADDED THAT THE RELEASE OF POWS WOULD BE 
WITNESSED BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ICC/LAOS AND THE 
PRESS, ALTHOUGH THE NUMBER OF PRESS PRESENT WOULD HAVE 
TO BE LIMITED. 
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